Watertown Commission on Aging
Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, February 2, 2011
3:30 P.M. at Watertown City Hall
Voting Members Present:	Jim Sandquist, Mike Hagerty, Heidi Hoks, Jim Bart, Corrine Allen, Earline King
Others: 	Katy Boone, Nicole Schneewind, K. J. McDonald, Paul Pearson, Luke Fischer
1.	Minutes for Jan. 5, 2011 approved. (Jim S. motion, 2nd by Corrine, passed)
2.	Treasurer’s Report – $2,915
3.	Jim, K.J. and City Administrator Luke Fischer gave the Commission an update on the downtown redevelopment project. The city is in the negotiation process to purchase land and right-of-way from Centra Sota. Lewis Avenue is being extended to connect with Fremont Street. Fischer stated that the City has been approached by Rice Lake Development to purchase the property from the city and develop it. They have an architect (KKE) who is working on plans for assisted living units. Fischer stated that the City would like the Commission to have input into the project. The Commission expressed their desire to have Universal Design features, including Tele-Health, as part of the development.
4.	Katy updated the Commission on the Universal Design project proposed for Forest Hills. She stated that the Bremer Foundation did not approve a grant for the project and other options are being explored including building in incentives for UD in city building permits.
5.	The Commission reviewed the by-laws and decided no changes were necessary.
6.	Jim B. will clarify terms of members at the next meeting.
7.	The Commission will discuss a vision/focus for the group at its next meeting.
5.	Discussion of the Generation Ageless book at the meeting.
[bookmark: _GoBack]12.	Meeting adjourned at 5:00 P.M.


Generation Ageless: 
How Baby Boomers are changing the Way we live today … 
And They’re Just Getting Started

Questions for Discussion

1. 	What were your beliefs/perceptions about the Boomer generation before 	you read this book? 
2.	 Did your view change as a result of reading the book?  If so, how? 
3. 	What was the most surprising thing that you learned from this book?
4.	How do you think your current “situation in life” (age, employment status, 	family, etc.) impacted how you read and interpreted the book? 
5.	How do you think things have changed for Boomers since this book was 	written in 2007?
6.	How do you think the Boomers and their issues will impact your life?  Your 	workplace?  Your family?  Your city?
7.	Do you believe that Boomers are in denial about aging or do they see a 	different model for aging than their parents? Do they have a fresh 	approach of continuing 	to matter in old age? 
8.	How important do you think the language of aging is to Boomers?  What 	are alternative ways to describe “what aging is not” for Boomers?
9.	How do you believe Boomer demand in the marketplace has been 	manifested 	most 	prominently in your milieu (situation, circumstances and setting)? What products and services have you seen developed to meet Boomer demand? 
10.	Will Boomers be less demanding of freebies and entitlements, and believe 	that to have their say and to be a player, they need to contribute and pay 	their way? 
11.	Do you think retirement for Boomers will be defined as continuing active 	engagement rather than leisure followed by deceleration and withdrawal, 	as it may have been for some of their parents? 
12.	What do you think will be the impact of more Boomer workers employed 	beyond traditional retirement ages?
13.	Have Boomers begun to define new ways to (re)connect, substituting the 	coffee shop, dog park, book club and community center for the traditional 	senior center?
14.	Do you agree that planners should focus on the near-term issues for 	Boomers, such as empty nesters and second careers, rather than 	retirement and nursing home beds?
15.	Will Boomers focus more time on their grandchildren and families because 	they had other priorities for their time when their own children were 	young? 
16.	What are examples where Boomers will campaign for an improved 	community that will benefit others as well as themselves?
17.	What is your most important “takeaway” from the book? 


